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Profile Background
Marta Goldsmith is Director of the
Form-Based Codes Institute where
she oversees all programming,
including technical assistance,
educational offerings, and the
Richard H. Driehaus Award for
Form-Based Codes. Prior to joining
Smart Growth America, Ms.
Goldsmith was Senior Vice
President and Chief Operating
Officer at LRG, Inc. a public affairs
and nonprofit management firm.
Ms. Goldsmith has served as
Senior Adviser to the Commissioner of the Public Buildings Service,
GSA and Chief Operating Officer of the Institute for Transportation
and Development Policy, a global NGO that advises cities in
emerging economies on sustainable transport and urban
development projects.

PROFESSIONAL
AFFILIATIONS
Lamda Alpha
Urban Land Institute
Congress for New
Urbanism
American Institute of Prior to her tenure at ITDP, Marta worked at the Urban Land Institute,
Planning where she was responsible for a wide range of programs, including
land use policy research and publications, advisory services,
community outreach, international programs and fundraising. Marta
has served as Executive Director of the Southern Governors
Association and as Special Assistant to the Governor of Florida
where she covered community and economic development, housing,
and transportation issues in the Florida-Washington Office.
She has taught planning courses at the University of Virginia and was
selected as a W.K. Kellogg National Leadership Fellow. Marta
earned her master’s degree in City Planning from Harvard University
and a BSc in Sociology from Indiana University.
Experience on Related Projects
Created FBCI Codes for Communities program – a technical assistance
program that works with communities to create and review form-based
codes. Managed the following form-based code projects:
•

Draft a form-based code for a mixed-income neighborhood in
Charlottesville, VA.

•

Revise the parking ordinance in Honolulu, HI to be more
consistent with increased urban densities and the opening of
new transit and bike share programs.

•

Draft a citywide strategy for form-based zoning in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia.

•

Audit a form-based code for a district adjacent to the historic
downtown in Leesburg, VA.

Managed a project for the National Council for Public Private
Partnerships to produce a report with recommendations to improve
Federal Financing for Infrastructure.
Worked with a major donor to create the ULI Urban Open Space Award
to celebrate and promote vibrant, successful urban open spaces that
enrich and revitalize the surrounding communities.
Directed ULI Advisory Services Panel program, bringing the knowledge
and experience of top real estate and land use professionals to bear on
land use and real estate assignments – from neighborhood revitalization
to repositioning real estate assets to regional visioning and planning – in
locations around the world. Tasks included assembling teams of expert
practitioners, providing leadership for onsite team visits, and preparing
final reports.
Selected Speaking Engagements
American Planning Association
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
City of Charlottesville, VA, City Council
Congress for New Urbanism
International City Management Association
Riyadh Development Agency, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Town of Leesburg, VA, Town Council
Urban Land Institute

